My War Memories, 1914-1918
afterwards occupied the Macedonian front would probably have fought against us in France. This consideration continued to weigh with us. The attack on Salonica was always a side-show, and must be regarded as such.
The Austrian troops pushed forward through Montenegro as far as the Vojusa in Albania, where the fighting lasted until February. The troops covering the flank of the Austro-Hun-garian Army had advanced from the Danube far into Albania, even to the Greek frontier. The protection of this front was entrusted to Bulgarian troops, not only in their own interest, but also in that of Austria-Hungary and ourselves.
Most of the German troops returned by degrees to the Danube. Austria-Hungary also had fresh troops at her disposal. The Serbian Army was severely defeated, though remnants of it escaped in the direction of Valona, and, owing to the highhanded action of France and England at Corfu, became once more a factor in the struggle to be feared by the Bulgarian soldier. They were transferred subsequently to Salonica, where they fought very creditably.
The Entente found themselves forced to release troops for Macedonia from other theatres of war. They also had to abandon the idea of continuing the Gallipoli operations, which, thanks to German energy and the Mediterranean Division, had cost them very dearly. The position of the expeditionary force had now become too dangerous. Communication with Turkey was established by the defeat of Serbia and the alliance with Bulgaria. We were no longer obliged to smuggle our war material through Roumania; it was possible to give Turkey direct assistance. The railway running to Constantinople was opened on January i6th. On January 8th and gth the Entente troops evacuated the Gallipoli Peninsula.
The blockade of the Straits was assured. If the enemy fleets, by occupying the Straits, had commanded the Black Sea, Russia could have been, supplied with the war materials of which she stood in such need. The fighting in the East would then have assumed a much more serious character. The Entente would had access to the rich corn supplies of South Russia and
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